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Rules for Egyptian Wall Painting

In Egyptian art, the translation of information was more important than realism. In creating Egyptian wall art, several rules must be followed. 

Rule
Description

Rule 1: Profile


· Head in profile

· Side view of eye and eyebrow

· Eye never looks straight ahead



Rule 2: Colour
· Men painted in red ochre

· Women painted in yellow ochre



Rule 3: Stance


· Hips have a three-quarter turn

· Chest and shoulders shown at their full width

· Both feet, legs, arms and hands must be shown



Rule 4: Scale
· Size of figures reflects social status

· Men are larger than women of equal status

· Wives and children often in crouching position, 
with arms around the calves of the father



Rule 5: Proportions
· Hands and feet are often large compared to 
the rest of the body
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