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Key Figures of Ancient Egypt

Menes

Circa 3100 BCE
Khufu

Circa 2550 BCE
Hatshepsut

Circa 1470 BCE
Tuthmosis III

Circa 1450 BCE
Akhenaton

Circa 1350 BCE
Tutankhamun

Circa 1334 BCE
Ramses II

Circa 1290 BCE
Cleopatra

Circa 30 BCE

· United Upper and Lower Egypt as is reflected in 
the double crown of Egypt

· Founded city 
of Memphis
· Ruthless ruler who enslaved people and 
sold daughter into prostitu-tion

· Remembered for the Great Pyramid at 
Giza that was built as his burial tomb
· Remembered 
as history’s first great woman ruler

· Often por-trayed in head-dress and false beard as a king

· Expanded 
trade

· Egypt pros-pered under 
her reign
· Great warrior king

· Expanded Egyptian empire to its greatest size
· Led major reli-gious revolution

· Attempted to replace tradi-tional religion with a monotheistic religion

· New god Aton (as in name)

· Created new city in desert with new priests, gov-ernment, etc.

· Led to tension and revolt in Egypt

· More con-cerned with building his vision of a new society than war and con-quest

· Following his death, he was succeeded by son Tutanaton who will later become Tutankhamun
· Boy pharaoh 
at age eight

· Married to his sister who 
rules with him as a young 
teen

· Restored tradit-ional religion to Egypt and moved capital of Egypt back to Thebes

· Best remem-bered for the intact tomb found by Howard Carter in 1922

· Was not 
buried in royal tomb; buried 
in tomb bor-rowed from noble

· Many factors suggest he was murdered by ambitious peo-ple in royal court
· Last great Egyptian Pharaoh

· Ruled for 67 years

· Brought Egypt its last period of peace and stability

· Best remem-bered for the colossal build-ing 
projects built during his reign (using Jewish slaves)

· Ruled during time of Moses
· Last indepen-dent ruler of Egypt

· Not of 
Egyptian lineage; descended 
from Ptolemy who was a general in Alexander the Great’s army

· Ptolemy ruled Egypt after death of Alexander

· Cleopatra is best remem-bered as a 
great beauty who seduced Caesar and 
then fell in love with Mark Antony

· Committed sui- cide with Mark Antony when Octavian 
forces invaded Egypt

· After death of Cleopatra, Egypt is ruled as a Roman province
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